
  Sacred Heart of Jesus Church 
215 Lackawanna Avenue, Dupont, Pennsylvania 18641 

Phone: (570) 654-3713 ~ E-mail: shojesuschurch@gmail.com ~ www.sacredheartdupont.com 
Rev. Father Thomas J. Petro, J.C.L., KCHS, Pastor 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil at 4 p.m.; Sunday at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Day Masses: Vigil at 4 p.m.; 7 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

Weekday Masses: 7:30 a.m. 
Confessions are heard on Saturdays at 3:15 p.m. 

Parish Office hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 1 to 3 p.m.; Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
 



Fifth Sunday of Lent   March 17, 2024    
Niech będzie pochwalony Jezus Chrystus! Na wieki wieków. Amen. 

 

 

The Parochial Pen 
 

My dear parishioners,   
 

  Again this year, Gorzkie zale, the traditional Polish-language Lenten devotion known as the “Bitter Lamentations,” 
will be held on Sunday, March 17, at 3 pm in our church.  The devotion is a sung reflection on the Passion of Christ and his 
Sorrowful Mother.  Our choir will lead us in the singing beginning with a prelude at 2:45 p.m.   

Fr. Michael S. Drevitch of the Diocese of Scranton will be the guest homilist.  He is the assistant pastor of St. Barbara 
Parish, Exeter, and Corpus Christi Parish, West Pittston.  Born in 1989, he grew up in the North End section of Wilkes-Barre 
and attended Sacred Heart Elementary School in Wilkes-Barre and Bishop O’Reilly High School in Kingston.  Father 
Drevitch was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Scranton in 2016.  He has degrees from Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary 
in Philadelphia and St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore.  After his ordination, Father served as a parochial vicar in parishes in 
Sayre and Honesdale.  He teaches religion at Wyoming Area Catholic School in Exeter and is the Catholic chaplain at the 
Luzerne County Corrections Facility in Wilkes-Barre.  Fr. Drevitch also coordinates Catholic sacramental coverage for the 
Geisinger Hospital in Plains Twp. and the Commonwealth Health Wilkes-Barre General Hospital.  He is proud of both his 
Slovak and Polish ancestry.  Fr. Drevitch and I have been friends since 2009 when we met while he was preparing to enter 
the seminary.  I vested him in his chasuble when he was ordained a priest.     
   A light reception hosted by our Confraternity of Christian Mothers will follow in the church hall.  All are invited to 
attend – I look forward to praying with you at our annual Lenten mini-parish mission. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
       Father Petro  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

In the dioceses of the United States, crosses in the church may be 
covered from the conclusion of the Mass for the Saturday of the 
Fourth Week of Lent until the end of the Celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion on Good Friday. Images in the church may be covered from 
the conclusion of the Mass for the Saturday of the Fourth Week of 
Lent until the beginning of the Easter Vigil. We shall observe this 
ancient custom in our parish to focus our senses on the Lenten liturgy 
and instill a longing for the festive celebration of Our Lord’s 
Resurrection. 
 

Gorzkie zale, the traditional Polish-language Lenten devotion 
known as the “Bitter Lamentations,” will be held on Sunday, March 
17, at 3 pm in our church.  The devotion is a sung reflection on the 
Passion of Christ and his Sorrowful Mother.  Our choir will lead us 
in the singing.  Fr. Michael Drevitch, parochial vicar of Corpus 
Christi and St. Barbara Parishes, will be the guest homilist.  A light 
reception will follow in the church hall.  All are invited to attend. 
 

Finger foods are needed for the reception following Gorzkie zale 
on Sunday, March 17.  Please drop off donations in the church hall 
by 3pm on Sunday, March 17.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

A solemn blessing and procession of palms will be held prior to 
the 10:30 am Mass at our church on Palm Sunday, March 24.  The 
faithful are asked to report to the school on Sunday, March 24, by 
10:30 am.  The palms will be blessed there and all will process into 
the church for Mass. The choir will lead us in song as we process 
through the rectory driveway, up the ramp and into the church. 
 

The Feast of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is 
celebrated March 19.  The Novena to St. Joseph is prayed from 
March 10 to 18.  The Novena to St. Joseph: O good father Joseph!  
I beg you, by all your sufferings, sorrows and joys, to obtain for me 
what I ask.  (Here name your petition).  Obtain for all those who 
have asked my prayers, everything that is useful to them in the plan 
of God.  Be near to me in my last moments, that I may eternally sing 
the praises of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Amen. Our Father…, Hail 
Mary…, Glory be… 
 

Stations of the Cross will be prayed in common each Friday 
evening throughout Lent at 7 p.m. in our church.  Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament will occur immediately after the Stations.   
 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU: on Mondays of Lent, Confessions 
will be heard in our church from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on March 18.  The 
deanery penance service will be on March 25, 6:30pm, at St. John 
the Evangelist Church, Pittston.   
 

 

 

On Good Friday, our parish will take up the annual collection for 
the Holy Land.  We ask you to be generous.  Your financial 
contribution will support the works of the Catholic Church in the 
Middle East and to protect the Holy Places and Christian shrines. 
 

EASTER TRIDUUM SCHEDULE 
Thursday (March 28) Holy Thursday 
  7:00 pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 10:00 pm Eucharistic Reposition & Night Prayer  
Friday (March 29) Good Friday 
 3:00 pm Liturgy 
 7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday (March 30) Holy Saturday 
 11:30 am Blessing of Easter food baskets  
 1:00 pm Blessing of Easter food baskets  

8:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass 
Sunday (March 31) Easter Sunday Masses:   

7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am  
 

“Operation Rice Bowl” cardboard boxes may be returned before 
the end of Lent by placing them in the collection basket.   
 

The blessing of Easter food will be held on Holy Saturday, March 
30, at 11:30am and 1 pm in the church hall.  The faithful are invited 
to bring the cooked food that they will eat on Easter Sunday in 
baskets for blessing.  This Eastern European custom spiritually links 
the nourishment we receive from our table with the nourishment we 
receive from the Eucharist. **Our Holy Name Society will distribute 
the pre-ordered kołaczki in the hall that day, 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  
 

Homemade pizzelles by Mike Silla will be sold by our Holy Name 
Society on Saturday, Mar. 30, 11am - 1:30pm in the church hall 
during the blessing of Easter baskets.  Pizzelles will be available in 
anise flavor, vanilla with sprinkles and chocolate.  They will be sold 
in containers of 8 pieces for $5 while supplies last.   
 

An Easter Egg Hunt hosted by the Confirmation class will take 
place on March 24, at 9:30am, in the Picnic Grove Area for grades 
kindergarten to third, and on the side of the church for grades 4-7.  
All the children will gather in the school at 9:15am.  In case of 
inclement weather, the hunt will take place in the classrooms.  The 
Easter Bunny will be there and there will be special prizes. 
 

We welcome Bill Jones who has volunteered to serve as an 
extraordinary minister of Holy Communion.  If you, too, feel called 
to serve God and His people as a liturgical volunteer (i.e., lector, 
acolyte, Eucharistic Minister) then please speak to Fr. Petro. 



“Rectory, Set, Cook!”, a Catholic anti-hunger and anti-
homelessness fundraising initiative, has begun!  Viewers are invited 
to vote for their favorite videos online by contributing $10 per vote.  
We hope you take a moment to watch and vote for “Team Dupont” 
as Candice Kelly, along with her daughters, Chloe and Grace, have 
joined Fr. Petro in the making of a tater-tot hot dish, a popular meal 
in Candice’s home state of Minnesota.  You can donate any time 
through March 26, 2024.  All proceeds will benefit Catholic Social 
Services’ food kitchens, food pantries, men’s and women’s shelters 
and our parish. To watch the video and place your vote, go to 
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/2024PASTORCHEF  
 

Thank you to catechist Jada Exter and her third grade CCD students 
for assisting with our recent Lenten food drive as well as to all our 
parishioners who donated to it. 
 

The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our 
church on Thursday, Mar. 28 at 7 pm.  This Mass commemorates 
Jesus’ institution of the Holy Eucharist, His Holy Priesthood and His 
Holy Command to love and serve one another.  All Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion are requested to vest in their albs and 
participate in the Eucharistic procession.  All adult and youth altar 
servers are also encouraged to vest and participate.  Our First Holy 
Communion children will also participate.  Holy Communion will 
be administered under both kinds.  12 HNS men will have their feet 
washed.  The Blessed Sacrament will be reposed in the church for a 
period of silent adoration until 10 pm when Night Prayer will be 
celebrated. Members of the Holy Name Society and the 
Confraternity of Christian Mothers will assist with adoration and 
pray the rosary. 
 

Parish Flea Market – save the date!  On June 1/2 we plan to hold 
a flea market in the church hall.  If you have items in good condition 
that you no longer want or need, you are kindly asked to hold onto 
them until May, at which time we will begin accepting donations.  
Items that will be accepted include household items, kitchen items, 
toys, holiday decorations, and more.  Please note that electronics, 
clothing, bedding, cassette tapes and VHS tapes will not be accepted. 
Baked goods and food will be available for purchase! All proceeds 
benefit our church Building Fund.  If you can help at this year’s flea 
market, please contact Gene and Sharon Bartosiewicz (457-6945) or 
Bob Bartosiewicz (457-8403). 
 

We will conduct a one-day picnic this year on Saturday, August 3, 
2024 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. in our Picnic Grove.  The picnic will 
aim to be “family friendly” and feature the delicious homemade 
Polish foods and live polka band music that we have customarily 
enjoyed.  Games of chance, theme baskets, kids’ games, beer, soda, 
funnel cakes, etc. will remain among our typical offerings.  Charyl 
Nagy and Joe Petro are serving as Picnic Chairmen this year.  Our 
next picnic meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 20, at 6 p.m. 
in the church hall.  Other chairs are needed, especially for food 
production and distribution.  Please come to the meeting! 
 

Congratulations to the HNS 300 Club Week 3 winners:  1st prize: 
$100, Amy Renfer, 2nd prize: $50, Rebecca Tomko, 3rd prize: $25, 
Ann Hellmann, 4th prize: $25, Allen Rosa.   
 

Easter Duty: All Catholics have the serious obligation to make a 
worthy Confession and receive the Holy Eucharist during Paschal 
Time which runs from the beginning of holy Lent through Pentecost.  
 

“SACRED CHANT: Latin Hymns from Dupont” is the title of an 
audio CD produced by our church organist, Anthony George.  It 
features some of the Latin language hymns that have been sung in 
our church for the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week 
and Easter, as well as Eucharistic chants and seasonal Marian 
antiphons and chants.  These CDs can be purchased in the narthex 
for $10.  All proceeds benefit our parish Building Fund.  
 

All the faithful of the Diocese are invited to attend the Chrism Mass 
at St. Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, on Tues., Mar. 26 at 4 p.m.  At 
this Mass priests from throughout the Diocese will renew their 
priestly promises before the Bishop, and the oils to be used for the 
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Anointing of the Sick and 
Holy Orders will be blessed.  Participation in the Chrism Mass is a 
beautiful way to pray for our diocesan priests. 
 

2024 Wedding Anniversary Mass for couples celebrating their 25th 
or 50th wedding anniversaries with be celebrated by the bishop at St. 
Peter’s Cathedral, Scranton, on Sunday, June 23, at 2:30 p.m.  A 
reception will follow.  Requests for an invitation can be made by 
registering online at www.dioceseofscranton.org or calling Bridget 
Guarnieri at 570-207-2213 ext. 1113. 
 

Please make use of the Easter Flower envelope in your offertory 
envelope pack.  Donations will help defray the cost of purchasing 
flowers to adorn our sanctuary for Easter.  

 MASS INTENTIONS

Monday (Mar. 18) St. Cyril of Jerusalem  
7:30 am Albert Mihalka 

by Stanley and Debra Budzilek 
Tuesday (Mar. 19) St. Joseph, Husband of Mary 
7:30 am Henry Slusarczyk 

by Rita Brody and family 
Wednesday (Mar. 20) Lenten Weekday 
7:30 am Irene Eustice 
 by Martin Zabricki 
Thursday (Mar. 21) Lenten Weekday 
7:30 am Donna Bartosiewicz 
 by Gene, Sharon and Robert Bartosiewicz 
Friday (Mar. 22) Lenten Weekday 
7:30 am Dolores Potorski 
 by Joseph Halat 
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday (Mar. 23) Vigil: Palm Sunday 
4:00 pm Julia and Andrew Bekanich 
 by son and daughter 
Sunday (Mar. 24) Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
8:30 am Our Parishioners (Missa pro populo) 
10:30 am Deceased members of our CCM 
 by Sacred Heart CCM 
 

“His Heart…     WEEKLY OFFERING    …Our Hands” 
Last Sunday: $5,441.00 

Building Fund: $1,204.00 
Catholic Relief Services: $194.00 

May the Lord reward your generosity. 
 

The sanctuary candles burn this week in memory of: 
Tabernacle: Anthony Ferretti, Jr., by Tony and Marie. 


The offertory gifts of bread & wine this Sunday are donated for the 

intentions of Alex Nebraski, by MaryAnn Pistack. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Mar. 17, 3pm, Gorzkie Zale devotions 
Mar. 18, 5:30-6:30pm, Confessions, church 
Mar. 20, 6pm, Picnic meeting, hall 
Mar. 20, 6-7pm, Adult Education, school 
Mar. 22, 7pm, Stations of the Cross, church 
Mar. 28, 7pm, Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, church 
Mar. 29, 3pm, Good Friday Liturgy, church 
Mar. 29, 7pm, Stations of the Cross, church 
Mar. 30, 11:30 am & 1 pm, blessing of Easter food, hall 
Mar. 30, 8 pm, Easter Vigil in the Holy Night, church 
Mar. 31, 7:30, 9:30, & 11 am, Easter Sunday Masses 
 

Liturgical Volunteer Schedule 

March 16-17 

4pm: EM: B. Purdy, Lector: J. Klenner, Acolyte: C. Purdy 

8:30am: EM: C. Wesley, Lector: A. Bufalino, Acolyte: A., E. & M. 
Collins 

10:30am: EM: D. Suchecki, Lector: G. Beccaloni, Acolyte:  E. & J. 
Lyons, T. Papiercavich 

Gorzkie Zale devotions 

3pm:  L: J. Klenner, Acolyte: C. Purdy, 2 additional volunteers 
needed 

March 22, Stations of the Cross: C. Purdy, E. & J. Toalongo 

March 23-24:  Palm Sunday 

4pm: EM: B. Purdy, Lector: G. Beccaloni, A. Devlin, Acolyte: C. 
Purdy 

8:30am: EM: volunteer, Lector: J. Roche, H. Vogue, Acolyte: A., 
E., & M. Collins 

10:30am: EM: C. Wesley, Lector: J. Klenner, T. Satkowski, 
Acolyte:  E. & J. Lyons, A. & J. Rupprecht, E. & J. Toalongo 
 

Good Friday is a day of fasting and abstinence from meat.  All 
Fridays during Lent are days of abstinence from meat.  Fasting 
prescribes that only one full meal be taken.  Two smaller meals may 
be taken to maintain strength, but these taken should not equal 
another full meal.  Fasting obliges from the 18th to the 59th birthday.  
Abstinence forbids the eating of meat.  Abstinence obliges from the 
14th birthday on. 
 

The Wyoming Valley Chapter of Pennsylvanians for Human Life 
has the following items on their wish list: summer and winter 
clothing for girls (sizes 12, 18 and 24 months) and for boys (24 
months).  Those able to donate may call the center: 570-826-1819. 
 

CCD News: classes will be canceled on March 31 for Easter. April 
7 – First Holy Communion Parent Meeting in the School. 


